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AVGFreeis oneof theoldestandmostpopular
of

thecurrentcropof freeanti-virussoftware
,

andthehighregardin whichit' s held is fully
justified . Freesoftware

, despitetheobvious
attraction

,

is oftenseenassomethingof a

compromise andalthoughAVGFreeis

antimalwareonly- soyou' ll needto adda

(

free
)

firewall to getthefulllevelof protectionforyour
PC-

itsperformancein ourtestswas
phenomenal.

Asyoucanseefromourcharts
(

onpage52
) ,

AVGgota perfectscorefordetectingand
dealingwithviruses . In 28of the31cases

,

AVG
removedeverytrace of a virusfromthesystem.

In
theotherthreecases

,

thethreatwasremoved
andneutralised

,

buttherewereremnants of

thevirusesleftonthesystem .Thisisn' t a

seriousproblembutit stillmeansthatyour
PCisn' t beingkepttotallyclean . Thesoftware
onlyfalteredoveronefalsepositive.

Thebuilt-inresidentscannerthatmonitors
what' s happeningonyourPCis partof the
software' s excellent firstlineof defenceand
itsperformanceis backedupbya clean

,

simple-to-use interface .Themainscreen
showsexactlywhatthesoftware is doing ,

and

WhileAVGFree'
s
testresultsprovethatfree

softwareis perfectlycapableof offeringhigh
levelsof protection ,

TrendMicro' s resultsspeak
forthemselves . Thesoftwarestoppedall31
virusesthrownat it .Not a singleonemanaged to

getpastthesoftware' s defences
, nothing

managed to installandnosignsof theviruses
wereleftonthecomputerafterit hadfinishedits
work . Quitesimply ,

in ourtests
,

TrendMicro
protectedourtestequipmentfaultlessly ,

even
managing to correctlydeterminethatour
legitimatesoftwarewassafe.

Performanceaside
,

thedecisionto invest in

paid-forinternetsecurityoftenrestsonwhether
you' re happyto forkoutforextrafeatures
andtechnicalsupport .Alongsideitsamazing
anti-virussystem ,

TrendMicroprovides a

range of othertools
, includingsuitebasics

suchasanti-spamanda firewall . There' s a

browserplug-inthatparticularlycaughtour
attention

,

since it installsin GoogleChrome
aswellastheusualInternetExplorerand
Firefox . Youalsogetparentalcontrol for
managing timeonlineandmonitoringactivity ,

anda DataTheftPreventionoptionthat

youcanclicktheicons to exploreandconfigure
thesoftwarefurther . Tabsalongthesideoffer
access

to

thesoftware' s basicfunctions.
AlthoughAVGFreedoesn' t havethefullrange

of
featuresthatyougetin paid-forprograms ,

it

doescomewitha handfulof
extras .Thesecurity

toolbarforyourbrowser
(

InternetExplorer or

Firefox
)
flagsuppotentiallydangerouswebsites

,

andtheveryhandyLinkScanner searcheslinks
andpagesin

realtimeformalware
, warningyou

of malicioussitesbeforeyouclickonthem.
Thatyougetallthisfreeof chargeis a

phenomenalpropositionandearns
AVGourcovetedGoldAward.
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effectivelystopspersonaldetailsgoingonline.
Thisversionof Titaniumsitsin themiddleof

TrendMicro' s internetsecurity range . Also
available is

ananti-virus-onlypackage (

Titanium
AntiVirusPlus

)

if you' re notbotheredaboutthe
extrafeatures

,

or TitaniumMaximumSecurity if

you' d liketo
addsecureback-upand

PCtweaking options .Allthreeusethesame
virus-protection system ,

soyoucantakeyour
pickbasedonthefeaturesyou' re lookingfor.

Ourbestprice : £23foroneyear
coveringthreePCs

,

fromAmazon
(

www.amazon.co.uk
).
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Despitebeing a free

product ,

AVGFree's

virus-busting

performance is

extraordinarily good.
It
wasn' t the

bestperforming product in all
ourtestsbutit

wasthe
best-performing free
product . AVGFree's

resultswereonly
marginallybehindits
paid-for rivals

,

andit

effectivelyneutralised

everythingwethrewat it.

Theonlyslipwasa single
falsepositive an

annoyancebutnothing
thatwillcompromisethe
security of yourcomputer.

It' s alsosimpleto use.

Theonlyrealdownside is

thatyou' ll needto choose

a
freefirewall to install

alongside it.
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In ourtests
,

TrendMicro
Titanium' s protection
record is second to none.

If youwant to
besure

you' re gettingthebest

protection ,

this is theonly
optionto gofor.

Surprising ,

then
,

that
it

doesn' t winourGold

Award . TrendMicro' s
is

afterallthesuperior
product,

withbetter

performanceandmore
featuresthanAVGFree.

However
,

it comes at a

priceandalthough it

outperformed AVGFree
,

thedifferencewasonlya

hair' s breadth
.
As a result

,

AVGFreeclaimsourtop
prize . If you' re willing to

pay,

however
,

Titanium

InternetSecurityis worth

everypenny.
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